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awaii can always be found at the top
of the list when it comes to romance
and popular destinations in which to tie
the knot or honeymoon. With its pristine
beaches, gorgeous sunsets, sumptuous
dining options and luxurious resorts –
there is no question as to why.
Having traveled to every island in the
50th state, I have my favorites, but the
area of Wailea on the island of Maui
really stands out for honeymoons and
weddings away.
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Wailea is situated on the leeward south
end of the island and is just over an
hour from Kahului Airport. The masterplanned resort community spans over
1,500 acres and includes several
high-end properties catering to destination wedding groups, honeymooners
and families alike.
During my recent visit, I was lucky
enough to explore Wailea and investigate several places that are perfectly
suited for romance.
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Fairmont Kea Lani
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SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE
My first stop was The Fairmont Kea Lani.
The expansive property is set on 22-acres
of oceanfront paradise. Located on Polo
Beach, this all-suite and villa luxury resort
allows for groups to easily gather –
regardless of size. If you have a smaller
group, renting a two or three bedroom
villa is an option. For larger groups, you
can spread out to the rest of the hotel in
their oversized suites. The comfortable,
recently remodeled accommodations,
paired with the on-site amenities such as
three pools, 24/7 fitness center, Willow
Stream Spa and multiple restaurants and
bars, mean your friends and family will be
well taken care of.
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A standout for me was Kō, Fairmont Kea
Lani’s “plantation-inspired” restaurant.
The recipes and preparations are deeply
rooted in the island’s history and they
proudly share these traditions with guests.
The plates are interesting and interactive –
think cooking your own sushi-grade ahi on
a hot stone – and “Ohana-style” desserts
to be shared with the whole table.
When it comes to your wedding day, the
number of backdrops you can choose from
is considerable. Whether it’s their Polo
Lawn, historic Gazebo or Pacific Terrace for
your ceremony, or their ballrooms, indoor/
outdoor terraces or lawns for your wedding
reception – each will allow you beautiful
views of the ocean. Not to mention access
to Farimont’s incredible staff who handles
everything, so you don’t have to.

MODERN DESIGN,
MASSIVE PAMPERING
Next up on my journey was Andaz Maui at
Wailea Resort. This sleek and sexy option
offers a totally different feel than the
other properties in the area. The modern
design is paired with warm, upscale décor
that allows the destination to truly shine.
Unobstructed views of the ocean and
the island of Lanai are offered in almost
every common area and many of the
guest rooms. The thoughtfully planned
out event spaces allow for your evening
reception to flawlessly transition to late
night after-parties (noise curfew starts at
10 p.m. for outdoor amplified music).
For a truly unforgettable experience, check
into one of Andaz Maui’s oceanfront villas
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Fairmont Kea Lani

(offered in two, three or four-bedroom
configurations). Your group can congregate on the large lawn directly in front of
the villas or in the state-of-the-art kitchen
and great room. With 1,800 to over 4,000
square-feet of space to entertain in, you’ll
forget you’re even at a resort.
Don’t miss ‘Āwili Spa and Salon while
you’re visiting Andaz Maui. A visit with
your wedding party for group pedicures
might sound like a typical experience, but with leather pedicure chairs
complete with a view of the ocean, I’m
fairly sure you won’t be able to duplicate
this kind of pampering at home.

HILLSIDE ADULTSONLY PARADISE

If you’re looking for something away
from the water, yet still boasting
gorgeous views and that true “Hawaiian
vibe,” Hotel Wailea is the perfect fit.
Situated 300 feet above the sea, this
Zen, adults-only retreat is not only
secluded, it’s transcendent.
Cascading waterfalls welcome you to a
rock-walled bungalow high above the rest
of Wailea. This Relais & Chateaux property
has been named “No. 1 Resort in Hawaii”
by Condé Nast Traveler (Readers Choice
Awards 2018) and is truly a romantic
respite. Offering a totally different escape
for couples, the breathtaking beauty of
the property gives a one-of-a-kind experience for all who enter.

Hotel Wailea

The 72 one-bedroom suites are spread
out over 15 acres, so guests are encouraged to reserve accommodations early
as the property books up fast. If you’re
considering a wedding here, you’ll
find several backdrops to choose from
including the event lawn, garden and
ballroom, but the stand-out space is The
Tree House. Under a canopy of avocado
and mango trees, this stunning setting
provides gorgeous ocean views and can
accommodate up to 25 people (standing)
or an intimate group of six if you’d prefer
to do a seated dinner for your reception.
Regardless of where you say “I do” in
Wailea, think soft Hawaiian breezes,
rainbow-hued sunsets and the scent of
plumeria surrounding you as you exchange
vows with the love of your life.
Turn to pg. 110 for a real-life wedding
in Wailea.
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